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The bill would enable DOT to better plan for
the future of surface transportation research,
through more regular and focused strategic
planning and the establishment of a surface
transportation research and development advi-
sory committee. It would fund research to in-
crease understanding of the role that autono-
mous trucking may play in the future move-
ment of freight as well as its social impact. It
ensures that DOT supports research and tech-
nology development that meets the needs of
smaller metro areas.

These and other investments in transpor-
tation research, development, and demonstra-
tion in this legislation are necessary to support
a safe, resilient, equitable and sustainable
transportation future. As the Chairwoman of
the Science, Space, and Technology Com-
mittee and a senior Member of the Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure Committee, | look for-
ward to working with my colleagues to ad-
vance the priorities outlined in this bill for
transportation innovation.

———
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Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New York.
Madam Speaker, | rise to pay tribute to Dora
Bakoyannis for her outstanding career pro-
moting peace and human rights. Ms.
Bakoyannis is the Former Minister of Foreign
Affairs of Greece and Former Mayor of Ath-
ens. Recently, Ms. Bakoyannis was elected
Vice President of the Parliamentary Assembly
of the Council of Europe (PACE). Ms.
Bakoyannis was named Woman of the Year
by the Euro-American Women’s Council.

Dora Bakoyannis studied Political Science
and Communication at the Ludwig Maximillian
University of Munich and continued her stud-
ies in Political Science and Public Law at the
University of Athens.

Ms. Bakoyannis led the fight against ter-
rorism in Greece and abroad, participating in
various legislative initiatives, international con-
ferences, and forums such as the United Na-
tions (UN) and the Council of Europe. Her
work was inspired by tragedy, as Ms.
Bakoyannis lost her husband Pavlas, a jour-
nalist and member of the Greek Parliament, to
a terrorist assassination on September 26,
1989.

Ms. Bakoyannis is a member of the Greek
Parliament and has been consecutively elect-
ed since 1989. From 1990 to 1992 she served
as the Under-Secretary of State and from
1992 to 1993 as Minister of Culture.

Ms. Bakoyannis has been an inspiration to
women all over the world. She was the first
woman mayor of Athens, serving from 2002 to
2006, and the first woman appointed Greek
Foreign Minister, serving from 2006—2009. In
2003, she was awarded the International
Leadership Award by the International Centre
for Women. She was also voted “World
Mayor” in 2005, included on the Forbes list of
the World’s Most Powerful Women from 2006
to 2009, and elected as the first female For-
eign Associate of the French Academy in Hu-
manities and Political Sciences in 2009.

Ms. Bakoyannis was also President of the
U.N. Security Council in 2006 and Chair-
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person in Office of the Organization for Secu-
rity and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) in
2009. In 2008, she was awarded the Emperor
Maximillian Award by the State of Tyrol and
the city of Innsbruck. In 2013, she became a
Meritus Doctor of the European Polytechnic
University of Bulgaria, for her work on south-
eastern European nations’ path towards mem-
bership in the European Union. In the same
year she was awarded the OSCE Medal for
her work on NATO-Russia relations between
Russia and North Atlantic Treaty Organization
member states at the 2009 Corfu Summit.

In 2019, Dors Bakoyannis became the
Chairperson of the Greek Parliamentary Dele-
gation to PACE, and, in January 2021, she
was elected the council’s Vice President. She
also served as the PACE Rapporteur for the
functioning of democratic institutions in Poland
and currently serves as Rapporteur for the
Syrian crisis. Ms. Bakoyannis is also a mem-
ber of the Committee on Political Affairs and
Democracy, the Committee on the Honoring of
Obligations and Commitments by Member
States of the Council of Europe, the Bureau of
the Assembly, and the Sub-Committee on Ex-
ternal Relations.

In addition to these accomplishments, Ms.
Bakoyannis is Chairperson of the Cross-party
Parliamentary Committee for the Development
of Thrace, Chair of the American-Greek Par-
liamentary Friendship Committee, and mem-
ber of the Russian-Greek and Chinese-Greek
Parliamentary Friendship Committees. She is
Chairperson of the Greek Parliamentary Dele-
gation to the International Parliamentary As-
sembly of the Francophonie and is on the
Board of Directors of the Brussels-based think
tank, Centre for European Policy Studies. She
lives in Athens and has two adult children. Ms.
Bakoyannis is truly an inspirational example of
the strength and competency of women at the
highest levels of public service.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in recognizing the accomplishments of
Dora Bakoyannis and expressing appreciation
for her dedication to the betterment of all peo-
ple and especially for her diplomatic work on
behalf of international amity.

RECOGNIZING STAFF SERGEANT
JJ ARDIS

HON. RALPH NORMAN

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 28, 2021

Mr. NORMAN. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Staff Sergeant JJ Ardis for his
heroic actions and outstanding service.

As a Deputy Sheriff in Sumter County, he is
a former recipient of the Deputy of the Year
Award and two Deputy of the Month Awards.
Staff Sergeant Ardis received his most recent
award after seizing cocaine, cash, and weap-
ons from a convicted felon who was assaulting
his child’s mother.

On a separate occasion, Staff Sergeant
Ardis arrived on the scene of another deputy’s
domestic violence call. The suspect, gun in
hand, carelessly fired shots into the air while
threatening to kill herself. As additional depu-
ties arrived, she struck her house while her
children were inside. Staff Sergeant Ardis
played a significant role in convincing the
woman to drop her weapon. The children re-
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mained safe, a potential suicide was averted,
and the suspect was taken into custody. Mi-
raculously, none of the deputies had to dis-
charge their own weapons on that call.

Law enforcement officers risk their lives
each day to protect precious life and property.
Men and women in uniform at the local, State,
and Federal levels are essential in safe-
guarding our communities and deserve to be
thanked for their great sacrifice. For years,
Staff Sergeant Ardis has put his own life on
the line to keep others safe. It is an honor to
recognize his valiant efforts and know that his
substantial contribution to law enforcement
has not gone unnoticed. On behalf of the citi-
zens of the 5th Congressional District of South
Carolina, | commend Staff Sergeant JJ Ardis
for his brave and humble service.

——————
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OF CALIFORNIA
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Friday, May 28, 2021

Mr. CALVERT. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor and pay tribute to Canyon Lake City
Council Member Jordan Ehrenkranz, who
passed away on Tuesday, May 4, 2021. Jor-
dan was a tireless and compassionate mem-
ber of our Riverside County community and he
will be deeply missed.

Jordan was born in Los Angeles, California,
August 21, 1933. After attending local schools,
Jordan began his career by becoming a sheet
metal industry apprentice in a shop in Santa
Monica. Just a few years later, at the age of
24, Jordan took his first step on what would
become a lifelong entrepreneurial path by
starting his own business. In 1967, Jordan ac-
quired Ideal Heating and Air Conditioning and
shortly thereafter became involved with the
local chapter of the Sheet Metal and Air Con-
ditioning Contractors National Association. Jor-
dan would go on to serve in various leader-
ship roles within the association throughout his
career and received its Career Legislative
Service Award in 2011.

Jordan continued to demonstrate his leader-
ship after moving to the City of Canyon Lake,
where he would go on to serve on the Board
of Directors for the Canyon Lake Property
Owners Association for five years before being
elected to the Canyon Lake City Council in
2008. After serving 12 years on the city coun-
cil, including four years as mayor, Jordan be-
came the longest serving city council member
in the city’s history. In addition to his commu-
nity service, Jordan enjoyed bowling, playing
poker, and dedicating his time to clubs such
as the Men’s Golf Club, Canyon Lake Asso-
ciation of Men, Fine Arts Guild, POA Facility
Reviews Committee, and the Travel Club. In
recognition of his significant involvement, Jor-
dan was fittingly honored as the Canyon Lake
Citizen of the Year in 2019.

Jordan is survived by his wife, Jennie
Ehrenkranz, their five grown children, and
seven grandchildren. | extend my heartfelt
condolences to the Ehrenkranz family, his
friends, and everyone fortunate enough to
know Jordan. Although he may be gone, the
many contributions Jordan made to his com-
munity and family will have a lasting impact.
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